as is meted out to them. But many years afterwards, when
an X-ray of the lungs revealed the damage, and close ques-
tioning elicited memories of the asthma, of very exhausting
coughing, or periods of general illness, of pneumonia,
pleurisy and so forth, I remember Professor Lapiccirella of
Florence saying to me: 'It is a mystery that she ever re-
covered and lived. By all ordinary reckoning she should
have died. She must very often have felt terribly ill!'
The story of her mother's married life with Visetti is a
trivial and a rather sordid one. After the marriage they
settled down with Mrs. Visetti's mother in a large house in
Earl's Court where Visetti pursued - very successfully - his
profession as a singing-teacher; actually as professor of
singing attached to the Royal College of Music, and he
and his wife proceeded to spend on their own social aspira-
tions and amenities the greater part of the income received
from the Radclyfie-Hall trust for the maintenance and edu-
cation of the child who was sole heir to the estate. 'Nottie',
an amiable but I suspect very inexpensive governess, was
succeeded by day schools in the neighbourhood, the best of
which seems to have been one kept by a Miss Coles, which
had numbered among its earlier pupils Edy Craig and the
Vanbrugh sisters, Violet and Irene. A short period of
attending King's College was followed by a year in Dresden
at a pension where the girls were allowed one bath a week
. . . that completed John's * education'....
Her home life was passed among the incessant and violent
quarrelling of her mother and stepfather and her com-
panions were his pupils who in some cases boarded in the
house. Very early in life she herself showed remarkable
musical capacity and a genuine talent for improvisation and
composition, but entirely without the necessary elements of
industry and perseverance. At some stage of her adolescence,
B                                   17